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OF  THE 
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Population  of  District  (1891) 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1900 
Area  in  Statute  Acres 
Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  Population... 
Death  Rate  per  1000  of  Population... 
Zymotic  Death  Rate  ... 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births 


18,026 

2°>395 

M35 

26.2 

19.2 
2.0 

i57-o 


— -»•*- — p- 


To  the  Mayor ,  Aldermen  and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough 

of  Taunton. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1900. 

1.  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Town. 

•  V 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  favourably  of  the  health  of 
the  Borough  during  the  year,  and  the  steady  progress  of 
sanitary  work, 
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i.  Water  Supply. 


This  has  continued  satisfactory,  notwithstanding  the 
long  periods  of  drought. 

Not  merely  has  the  quantity  of  the  water  (although  at 
times  somewhat  low)  been  maintained  sufficiently  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  its  quality  remains  good. 


The  only  fault  to  be  found  is  that  at  times  it  becomes  a 
little  opaque  from  the  fine  vegetable  matter  in  suspension. 
This  is  especially  the  case  after  heavy  rains  More  careful 
and  thorough  filtration  would  remedy  this. 

On  analysis  an  ordinary  sample  taken  from  the  mains 
gives  : — 


Total  Solids 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ... 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Nitrites 

Oxygen  consumed  in  5  minutes 
,,  ,,  4  hours 

Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 
Hardness 


12.0  grains  per  gallon. 

i-6  ,,  ,, 

faint  trace, 
nil. 

0.05  grains  per  gallon. 
0.10  1  ,,  ,,. 

0.00  parts  per  million. 
0.04  jj  >> 

o 


The  large  new  storage  reservoir  at  Luxhay  is  now  in 
progress  of  construction.  Its  capacity  is  120  million  gallons; 
add  to  this  the  present  storage  in  the  other  reservoirs,  viz., 
40  million  gallons,  and  we  have  a  total  storage  capacity  of 
160  million  gallons. 


2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  High-level  Sewer  at  Rowbarton  works  well,  and  has 
done  much  to  relieve  the  danger  of  flooding  in  North  Town. 

The  transformation  of  the  former  Sewage  Works  into 
Septic  Tank  and  Bacterial  Beds  is  being  carried  out,  and 
their  completion  is  much  to  be  desired,  so  that  the  nuisance 
which  undoubtedly  arises  from  the  sludge  (especially  in  hot 
weather)  may  be  abated. 

The  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed  at  their  ends  by 
the  various  automatic  flushing  tanks. 

The  trapping  of  gullies  requires-  rather  more  attention 
than  it  occasionally  gets.  It  has  frequently  happened  during 
the  hot  summer  that  after  having  been  cleansed  the  water  has 
been  removed  and  not  replenished,  a  free  escape  of  sewer  gas 
being  thus  allowed. 

A  little  more  care  will  obviate  this  nuisance  in  the  future. 
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Mortality  during  1900. 

The  total  Deaths  in  the  Borough  during  the  year  were 
427.  This  includes  all  who  have  died  in  the  Borough,  the 
Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and  the  Union  Workhouse. 

Forty-six  of  these  were,  however,  non-residents,  and 
must  be  deducted,  leaving  381. 

But  to  this  must  be  added  7  who  died  in  Cotford  Asylum 
and  one  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  (both  in  the  Rural  District). 

This  makes  the  total  Deaths  389,  or  at  the  rate  of  19.2 
per  1000. 


Localities. 

The  various  localities  in  which  these  deaths  occurred  were 
as  follows  : — 


1.  Registered  in  the  District. 


Taunton  Borough 

...  342 

Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital 

26 

Union  Workhouse 

13 

3Sl 

2.  Registered  beyond  the  District. 

Isolation  Hospital 

I 

Cotford  Asylum  ...  ,  7 


Total  ...  ...  389 


Sexes. 


Of  these  389  deaths,  193  were 

Males 

and  196 

Females, 

follows  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Taunton  Borough  .  . 

169 

173 

342 

Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital 

I  I 

15 

26 

Union  Workhouse  ... 

9 

4 

13 

Isolation  Hospital  ... 

1 

1 

Cotford  Asylum 

3 

4 

7 

i93 

196 

3®9 
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Ages  at  Death. 

The  various  ages  at  death  were  : — 


Under  1  year... 

84 

1  to  5  years 

•••  54 

5  to  T5 

9 

15  to  25  >> 

13 

25  to  65  ,, 

IOI 

Over  65  ,, 

128 

Total 

...  389 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 


The  total  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions  in  the  Borough 
were  85,  made  up  as  follows  :  — 

/.  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital . 

Urban  cases  ... 

Rural  cases  ... 

Non-residents  in  either  District 


2.  Union  Workhouse . 

Urban  cases  ... 
Rural  cases  ... 


Causes  of  Death. 

1.  Zymotic  Disease 

From  the  seven  Zymotic  Diseases,  which  include  Small¬ 
pox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Fever  and  Diarrhoea,  there  were  42  deaths,  viz.  : — 


Diphtheria 

3 

deaths. 

Measles 

...  28 

>  > 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

>  > 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

a 

Diarrhoea 

8 

f  i 

42 

It  will  be  observed  that  Measles  was  the  great  cause  of 
the  zymotic  mortality,  there  being  28  deaths  from  this  disease 
out  of  the  42. 

The  Zymotic  Death-rate  was  thus  2.0. 


26 

14 

16 

56 

■3 

l6 

29 
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2.  Deaths  from  other  Diseases. 


Of  other  diseases  there  were  from  : — 

Lung  Diseases — Bronchitis 

44 

deaths. 

Pneumonia 

26 

)  y 

Phthisis... 

21 

}  y 

Heart  Diseases 

19 

)  y 

Epidemic  Influenza 

8 

n 

Cancer 

l7 

y  y 

Tubercular  Diseases  other  than  Phthisis 

5 

y  y 

Enteritis 

14 

y  y 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

death. 

Erysipelas 

1 

>  > 

These  with  other  diseases  will  be  found,  with  the  ages  at 
death,  in  Table  IV.,  which  is  attached  to  this  Report. 


Births  during  1900. 

The  total  Births  during  1900  were  535,  or  at  the  rate  of 
26. 2  of  the  population.  This  is  below  the  average  of  preceding 
years. 

The  Infant  Mortality  is  157.0  per  1000  births  registered. 


The  following  Table  gives  at  a  glance  the  Birth  and 
Death  rates,  Zymotic  rate,  and  Infant  Mortality  since  1890: — 


Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Zymotic  Rate. 

Infant  Mortality. 

0 

O' 

GO 

26.9 

18.5 

2.5 

I4I.O 

1891 

38.8 

22.1 

0.6 

III.O 

1892 

•••  25.5 

I9.7 

0.8 

I46.2 

■893 

•••  3°-5 

I9.I 

•••  3-3 

157.0 

1894 

27.4 

16.0 

...  0.7 

II7.O 

i895 

30.0 

I5.4 

i-5 

121.0 

1896 

31  -9 

16.9 

•••  3-5 

I45.O 

1897 

27.9 

I5.9 

1.5 

150.2 

1898 

27.0 

15.0 

...  0.7 

II9.4 

i899 

28.7 

I9.I 

1.7 

189.O 

1900 

26.2 

.  .  I9.2 

2.0 

I57.O 
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Action  taken  during  the  Year  to  Prevent  the  Spread 

of  Disease. 

1.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified 
during  the  year  was  65.  They  were  as  follows  : — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  7  cases. 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  26 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  26 

Enteric  Fever  ..  ...  5  ,, 

Puerperal  Fever  ...  ...  1  case. 

Of  these  65  cases,  26  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


2.  The  Isolation  Hospital. 

Of  the  66  cases  admitted  into  the  Isolation  Hospital,  27 
were  from  the  Borough,  viz.,  22  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  4  of 
Diphtheria,  and  1  of  Measles. 

The  latter  Patient  was  admitted  as  she  was  a  servant  in 
a  large  hotel  in  the  town,  and  it  was  desirable  if  possible  to 
check  the  spread  of  the  disease,  which  was  effectually  done. 

3.  Disinfection. 

This  has  been  fully  and  gratuitously  done  in  all  cases  of 
infectious  diseases. 

As  I  mentioned  in  my  last  year’s  Report,  this  is  now  done 
in  all  cases  of  Phthisis  which  have  ended  fatally. 

A  new  Disinfecting  Chamber  is  much  wanted,  and  steps 
are  being  taken  to  provide  a  Steam  Disinfector  of  modern 
type. 

4.  Sickness  during  1900. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Influenza  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  to  which  8  deaths  were  attributable. 

In  March  there  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles ,  which,  being 
non-notifiable,  spread  rapidly.  The  Elementary  Schools  were 
the  chief  means  of  its  propagation,  and  it  was  found  necessary 
in  the  month  of  March  to  close  them  for  a  time. 

Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  but 
owing  to  the  removal  of  the  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
it  never  assumed  an  epidemic  form. 

There  were  a  few  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  during  the  year. 
They  were  either  introduced  cases,  or  the  sanitary  conditions 
of  the  premises  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  cases  of  Diphtheria  which 
were  reported. 

The  heaviest  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality  was  as 
usual  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 
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Acftion  taken  during  the  Year  for  Sanitary  Purposes 

over  Places  and  Houses. 

1.  House  Inspection. 

Systematic  inspection  has  taken  place  regularly  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

Your  Inspector  (Mr.  Northcombe)  reports  the  inspection 
of  1,142  houses  and  re-inspection  of  140. 

No  less  than  762  drains  were  tested  with  the  smoke  test. 
496  drains  required  repairing,  and  158  water-closets. 

Your  Inspector’s  Report,  which  is  attached,  will  give  all 
the  details  of  work  done  throughout  the  year. 

I  have  visited  all  parts  of  the  Borough  during  the  year, 
and  attention  has  been  especially  directed  to  houses  which  in 
some  instances  I  have  found  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Now  that  the  suburbs  of  the  town  are  amply  supplied 
with  excellent  artisans’  houses  with  gardens  attached,  there 
is  no  excuse  for  living  in  the  close,  ill-ventilated  and  unhealthy 
courts  and  alleys  of  former  days. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

I  have  analysed  many  samples  of  water,  and  action  has 
been  taken  in  all  cases  where  found  to  be  impure. 

Corporation  water  is  laid  on  to  all  new  houses,  and  is 
pretty  universally  used  throughout  the  town. 

3.  Nuisances. 

The  ever-recurring  nuisances  have  been  effectually  dealt 
with.  Accumulations  of  filth,  animals  improperly  kept,  filthy 
houses,  w.c.’s  and  ill-drained  yards  have  all  come  under 
notice.  They  are  all  detailed  in  your  Inspector’s  Report. 

4.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

These  have  received  particular  attention  both  as  regards 
cleanliness,  drainage  and  water  supply,  and  I  am  glad  to  be 
able  to  report  favourably  on  their  condition. 

5.  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. 

These  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  are  kept  in  a 
very  fairly  sanitary  condition. 

6.  Licensed  Lodging-houses. 

These  remain  the  same  in  number  as  in  former  years, 
viz.,  2.  They  have  been  frequently  inspected. 
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Meteorology  of  1900. 

The  year  was  chiefly  remarkable  for  the  small  rainfall 
during  seven  months  out  of  the  twelve.  This  was  compen¬ 
sated  for,  however,  during  January  and  February  and  the 
three  last  months  of  the  year. 

Rainfall. 

The  total  rainfall  was  31.03  inches.  This  is  much  above 
the  average.  In  the  preceding  year  it  was  27.28  inches. 

The  heaviest  rainfall  was  in  January,  November  and 
December,  over  four  inches  falling  each  month,  and  over 
twenty  days  each  month  being  rainy  ones. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  in  the  year  was  164, 
being  in  excess  of  the  year  1899. 

Barometer. 

The  highest  mean  height  of  the  Barometer  was  in 
September,  viz.,  30.13.  The  highest  reading  was  in  March, 
when  it  reached  30.65,  and  the  lowest  in  February,  viz., 
28.61. 


Temperature. 

The  “mean”  temperature  was  highest  in  July,  when  it 
reached  64.2°,  and  lowest  in  March  (39.  i°). 

The  highest  temperature  in  the  shade  was  in  July  and 
August,  when  88°  and  82°  respectively  were  attained.  The 
lowest  was  in  February,  when  it  fell  to  230. 

Sunshine. 

The  total  number  of  hours  of  sunshine  were  14,672. 
This  is  much  less  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  only  one  month  did  the  sunshine  exceed  200  hours, 
and  that  in  July  (287). 

January,  November  and  December  (as  would  be  expected) 
had  the  least— 40.7,  40.5,  and  34.4  hours  respectively. 

The  number  of  sunless  days  throughout  the  year  were  98, 
or  22  days  more  than  in  1899. 
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Tables.  4 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  this  year  issued  new 
Tables  to  be  filled  up,  which  have  entailed  a  good  deal  of 
additional  labour. 

Table  I.  gives  the  following  particulars  for  the  ten  years 
from  1890,  viz.  : — 

(1)  Estimated  Population  to  the  middle  of  each  year. 

(2)  The  number  of  Births  and  rate  per  1000. 

(3)  The  number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  and 

the  Infant  Mortality. 

(4)  The  total  Deaths  at  all  ages,  and  rate  per  1000. 

(5)  The  Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

(6)  The  Deaths  of  Non-Residents  registered  in  the 

District. 

(7)  The  Deaths  of  Residents  registered  beyond  the 

District. 

(8)  The  Deaths  at  all  ages,  nett,  and  rate  per  1000. 

Some  of  these  latter  being  retrospective  I  have  been 
unable  to  fill  up,  as  I  have  not  the  material  at  hand  to  do  so, 
but  they  are  presented  for  this  year  and  will  be  for  the  future. 

The  second  Table  issued  by  them  is  a  duplicate  of  the 
first,  but  requiring  various  localities,  which,  as  they  do  not 
exist  with  us,  is  omitted. 

Table  III.  somewhat  resembles  their  former  Table  B,  and 
gives  the  cases  of  Sickness  and  removal  to  Hospital.  But  it 
requires  the  ages  of  the  cases,  and  as  I  have  not  been  given 
this  I  am  only  able  to  give  it  in  a  few  cases  that  have  come  to 
knowledge. 

Table  IV.  gives  the  causes  of  and  ages  at  Death  during 
the  year. 

In  this  a  much  larger  number  of  Diseases  are  given  than 
formerly,  and  the  age  65  has  been  substituted  for  60  years, 
which  has  given  some  additional  trouble. 

Besides  these  I  have  also  given  a  Meteorological  Table 
as  in  former  years. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


METEOROLOGICAL  TABLE,  1900. 
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TAUNTON  RURAL  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Year  1900. 

■ .  ^  1  ♦  1  ^ 


Population  of  District  (1891)  ...  ...  18,753 

Estimated  Population  to  middle  of  1900  ...  17,043 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  ...  ...  68,094 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  Population  ...  21.8 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  Population  ...  16.7 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  .  .  ...  1.08 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  ...  128.2 


To  the  Taunton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  of  the  health  of 
the  District  during  the  year  1900. 

The  year  has  been  a  fairly  healthy  one,  the  death  rate 
being  a  little  lower  than  in  the  preceding  one. 

A  good  amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  done,  the 
condition  of  Dairy  Farms  being  especially  looked  after. 

The  mortality  and  sickness,  with  the  action  taken  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease,  and  to  remedy  all  the  sanitary 
defects  which  are  constantly  arising,  will  be  dealt  with 
seriatim  in  my  Report. 
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Mortality  during  1900. 

The  total  Deaths  in  the  District  during  1900  were  286, 
or  at  the  rate  of  16.7  per  1000. 

These  included  248  in  the  District,  36  in  Cotford  Asylum, 
and  2  in  the  Isolation  Hospital,  both  Institutions  situated  in 
the  District. 

But  only  5  of  these  38  Deaths  occurred  in  persons  who 
were  residents  of  the  District,  and  the  remaining  33  must 
therefore  be  deducted  from  the  total  of  286,  leaving  253. 

But  to  arrive  at  a  correct  death  rate,  those  residents  who 
died  without  the  District  must  be  added.  These  were  30  in 
number,  viz.,  14  in  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  Hospital,  and 
16  in  the  Union  Workhouse. 

This  brings  up  the  correct  number  of  Deaths  to  283,  or 
at  the  rate  of  16.6  per  1000. 

Localities. 

The  total  286  Deaths  occurred  in  the  following  localities: 


1.  Pitminster  District 

•••  59 

deaths. 

2.  North  Curry  .  . 

...  97 

>  > 

3.  Taunton  (Without)  ... 

...  42 

4.  Bishops  Lydeard 

...  50 

y> 

5.  Cotford  Asylum 

...  36 

>  > 

6.  Isolation  Hospital 

2 

» t 

Total 

...  286 

y  y 

Sexes. 

Of  the  283  Deaths,  150  were  Males  and  133  Females. 

Ages  at  Death. 

The  various  ages  at  death  were  as  follows  : — 


Under  one  year  ...  ...  ...  51 

1  to  5  years  ...  ..  ...  23 

5  to  15  ,,  ...  ...  ...  12 

15  to  25  ,,  ...  ...  ...  14 

25  to  65  ,,  ...  ...  ...  49 

Over  65  ,,  ...  ...  ...  134 


Total  ...  ...  ...  283 


!5 
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Deaths  in  Public  Institutions. 

As  already  mentioned,  there  were  38  deaths  in  the  Public 
Institutions  in  the  District,  viz.,  36  in  Cotford  Asylum,  and 
2  in  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1.  Zymotic  Diseases. 


The  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 
follows  : — 

Diphtheria 
Enteric  Fever 
Measles  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Diarrhoea 


numbered 

1  death. 

*  » > 

4  deaths. 

9  » 

2  ,, 


The  Zymotic  Death  Rate  is  thus  1.08  per  1000. 


17,  as 


2.  Deaths  from  other  Diseases. 

The  chief  deaths  from  other  diseases  were  as  follows  : — 

4  from  Influenza. 

6  ,,  Enteritis. 

11  ,,  Phthisis. 

19  ,,  Bronchitis. 

21  ,,  Pneumonia. 

1  ,,  Pleurisy. 

3  ,,  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs. 

30  ,,  Heart  Disease. 

16  ,,  Cancer. 

4  ,,  Accidents. 


Births  during  1900. 

The  total  Births  were  382,  or  at  the  rate  of  21.8  per 
1000. 

This  is  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  ten  years, 
which  was  493,  or  at  the  rate  of  27.3  per  1000. 

The  Infant  mortality  was  128.2  per  1000  Births. 

The  Districts  in  which  the  Births  occurred  were  as 
follows  : — 


1.  Pitminster 

...  84  births. 

2.  North  Curry 

...  141  j  j 

3.  Taunton  (Without)  ... 

75  >> 

4.  Bishops  Lydeard 

82 

•  •  •  V/  W  y  y 

Total 

...  382  ,, 
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Acftion  taken  during  the  Year  to  prevent  the 

Spread  of  Disease. 

1.  Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  year  I  received  67  Certificates  of  Notification 
of  Infectious  Diseases.  They  were  as  follows  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  46  cases. 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  10  ,, 

Enteric  Fever  ...  ...  3  ,, 

Puerperal  Fever  ..  ...  1  ,, 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  7  ,, 

Total  ...  ...  67  ,, 

f  1  <  •  <  -j— \  . 


The  following  are  the  Parishes  in  which  the  various 
diseases  occurred  : — 


Parish. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Enteric  Puerperal 

Diphtheria.  Fever.  Fever.  Erysipelas. 

Total 

• 

Ash  Priors 

3 

3  . 

6 

Bagborough 

1 

1 

Bishops  Hull  .  . 

•  0  • 

1 

1 

Bishops  Lydeard 

1 1 

3  .  3 

17 

Churchstanton  ... 

... 

1 

1 

Corfe 

1 

1 

Curland 

1 

•••  •••  •  •  «  ••• 

1 

Creech 

2 

•••  •••  .  .  .  .  .  . 

2 

Durston 

2 

1 

3 

Kingston 

5 

1 

6 

Monkton  West... 

•  . 

1 

1 

Norton 

1 2 

2  ...  ...  1 

15 

Orchard  Portman 

2 

...  .  .  .  •  •  •  ... 

2 

Otterford 

1 

•••  •  •  •  » •  •  ... 

1 

Pitminster 

1 

...  .  •  .  •••  ••• 

1 

Staplegrove 

3 

...  ...  ...  ... 

3 

Trull 

0 

O 

1 

4 

Stoke  St.  Gregory 

1 

1 

2. 

The  total  num 

46  10  3  1  7  67 

The  Isolation  Hospital. 

ber  of  patients  admitted  into  the  Isolation 

Hospital  during  the  year  was  66. 
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Thirty-nine  of  these  were  from  the  Rural  District.  The 
various  Parishes  from  which  they  came  and  the  Diseases  from 
which  they  were  suffering  were  as  follows  : — 


Parish. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Total. 

Ash  Priors 

3 

•  •  • 

3 

Bishops  Lydeard 

19 

4 

23 

Kingston  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Norton 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

Staplegrove 

5 

•  •  • 

5 

Trull 

2 

•  •  • 

2 

34 

5 

39 

Full  particulars  with  regard  to  the  Hospital  will  be  found 
in  my  Annual  Report  of  the  Institution,  which  follows  this 
Report. 

3.  Disinfection. 

Your  Inspectors  have  seen  to  the  disinfection  of  premises 
in  all  cases  where  iufectious  disease  has  occurred.  This  is 
often  very  difficult,  owing  to  the  smallness  of  the  cottages, 
and  often  to  their  dilapidated  condition. 


4.  Sickness  during  1900. 

Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  all  the  Districts  of  the  Union, 
but  the  Parishes  chiefly  affected  were  Bishops  Lydeard, 
Norton  and  Kingston. 

In  other  Parishes  only  isolated  cases  occurred,  and  in 
those  I  have  mentioned  the  spread  of  the  disease  could  be 
traced  to  the  non-notification  of  mild  cases,  in  which  no 
Doctor  was  sent  for,  and  ignorance  pleaded  of  the  nature  of 
the  disease  on  the  part  of  the  parent. 

A  transient  rash,  and  slight  sore  throat,  and  possibly 
sickness  and  loss  of  appetite,  caused  the  child  to  be  kept 
indoors  for  a  day  or  two,  and  it  was  then  sent  to  school  or  to 
work.  Such  cases  are  only  discovered  when  other  cases 
infected  by  them  have  arisen,  or  dropsical  or  other  serious 
symptoms  having  set  in,  the  Doctor  is  sent  for,  and 
desquamation  and  previous  history  have  rendered  the 
diagnosis  of  the  disease  only  too  plain. 

In  cases  that  occurred  in  the  Parish  of  Norton  the  Doctor 
was  not  sent  for  until  eight  children  in  adjoining  cottages  had 
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contracted  the  disease.  The  cases  were  mild,  and  several  of 
the  children  had  been  sent  to  school,  there  to  spread  the 
disease.  When  it  became  known,  the  children  were  all 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  occurred  chiefly  in  the  Bishops  Lydeard 
District.  Faulty  closet  and  drains  were  discovered  in 
premises  where  a  case  ended  fatally.  Fortunately  by  early 
reporting  and  isolation  the  cases  were  arrested,  and  nothing 
like  an  epidemic  prevailed. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the  Parishes  of 
Cheddon  and  Churchstanton,  and  the  schools  had  to  be 
temporarily  closed. 

Measles  occurred  in  many  Parishes,  and  to  such  an  extent 
that  it  was  necessary  in  some  instances  to  close  the  schools. 

Taking  the  District  generally  the  year  has,  however, 
been  a  healthy  one,  Measles  being  the  only  disease  which 
assumed  a  serious  epidemic  form,  and  that,  as  just  stated, 
only  in  a  few  Parishes. 


Acftion  taken  during  the  Year  for  Sanitary  Purposes 

over  Places  and  Houses. 

1.  Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

The  new  Sewer  at  Bishops  Lydeard  has  worked  well 
during  the  year. 

Complaints  were  made  of  the  North  Curry  Outfall  Works, 
but  on  visiting  them  I  found  them  in  good  working  order  and 
no  nuisance.  The  Manager,  however,  was  ordered  not  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  working  without  having  previously 
applied  for  and  obtained  permission. 

Complaints  were  made  of  the  imperfect  condition  of  the 
Drainage  at  Corfe,  and  a  Committee  met  there  to  investigate 
the  matter.  The  drains  were  imperfect  and  ill-constructed, 
as  also  was  the  cesspit,  and  the  trapping  and  ventilation 
unsatisfactory.  Work  was  carried  out  to  remedy  these 
evils. 

The  Drainage  of  Trull  has  again  been  under  considera¬ 
tion,  and  the  Parochial  Committee  has  met  several  times. 
The  stream  is  greatly  polluted,  and  in  dry  seasons  a  great 
nuisance  is  caused. 
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It  is  proposed  to  divert  the  sewage  from  the  stream  to  a 
Tank,  and  subject  it  to  filtration,  but  owing  to  the  fall  of  the 
land  the  scheme  is  not  easily  carried  out. 

The  simplest  and  surest  remedy  would  have  been  to 
carry  a  sewer  to  join  the  Town  Sewer  at  Sherford,  but  the 
Urban  Authority  has  declined  to  allow  this  to  be  done. 

Defective  drains  have  been  found  in  various  parts  of  the 
District  during  the  year,  as  well  as  ill-constructed  cesspits. 
If  the  health  of  the  District  is  to  be  maintained  more 
attention  must  be  paid  to  these.  They  must  be  emptied  much 
more  frequently — in  fact  your  bye-law  requiring  them  to  be 
emptied  every  three  months  should  be  enforced. 

As  a  rule  the  cesspits  are  much  too  large.  Proper 
construction,  small  capacity,  and  frequent  emptying  is  the 
only  way  of  minimising-  the  evils  they  give  rise  to. 

One  frequently  finds  all  these  conditions  ignored. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

The  Bishops  Lydeard  water  supply  continues  good  and 
abundant,  and  is  a  great  boon  to  the  village. 

The  water  supply  of  Bagborough  has  received  attention 
during  the  year.  The  supply  is  abundant,  the  hill  being  full 
of  springs;  the  only  necessity  was  the  bringing  it  conveniently 
near  the  cottages. 

The  Schools  are  still  without  a  supply,  but  steps  are 
being  taken  to  remedy  this. 

I  have  analysed  a  large  number  of  samples  of  water  from 
various  parts  of  the  District. 

I  have  paid  especial  attention  to  the  water  supply  of  the 
Dairy  Farms  of  the  District. 

In  only  two  instances  did  I  find  the  water  impure,  and  in 
those  cases  steps  were  immediately  taken  to  provide  a  pure 
supply. 


3.  Nuisances. 

The  tables  of  your  two  Inspectors  which  are  attached  to 
this  Report  will  give  the  number  of  nuisances  dealt  withqby 
them  during  the  year.  These  are  always  recurring,  and 
require  constant  supervision.  They  are,  however,  much  more 
promptly  abated  than  formerly,  and  it  is  but  rarely  that 
proceedings  have  to  be  taken  in  order  to  get  them  abated. 
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4.  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

This  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention.  Mr.  Crump 
has  made  a  very  complete  house-to-house  inspection  of  his 
District  during  the  year. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  dwellings  are  kept  much 
cleaner  than  formerly,  both  owner  and  tenant  combining  to 
ensure  this  result. 

It  is  where  the  latter  is  of  dirty  habits  that  the  greatest 
difficulty  is  found. 


5.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  Somerset  County  Council  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  sent  through  their  Clerk  forms  to  be  filled  up  with  regard 
to  the  Dairy  Farms. 

These  have  been  inspected,  their  sanitary  condition 
ascertained,  and  water  supply  analysed. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  with  very  few  exceptions  I  found 
everything  very  satisfactory,  both  as  regards  the  drainage 
and  ventilation  of  the  Cowsheds,  the  cleanliness  of  the 
Dairies,  and  the  purity  of  the  water. 


6.  Bakehouses  and  Slaughter-houses. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year,  and  are  kept 
in  a  satisfactory  condition. 

One  case  in  the  Parish  of  Stoke  St.  Gregory  required 
considerable  structural  alteration  to  remedy  the  bad  drainage, 
&c.,  which  existed. 

A  number  of  plans  of  new  buildings  have  been  laid  before 
your  Board  during  the  year,  and  only  passed  when  in 
accordance  with  your  Bye-laws. 

The  Tables  accompanying  this  Report  vary  somewhat 
from  those  of  former  years. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  issued  four  new  forms. 

The  first  Table  gives  the  Births  and  Deaths  of  the  past 
ten  years. 

The  second,  being  a  duplicate  of  the  first  but  dividing 
nto  Districts  which  I  am  unable  to  give,  is  omitted. 
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No.  3  gives  the  returns  of  the  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 
notified  during  the  year,  and  the  admissions  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital. 

The  Table  also  requires  the  ages  of  the  Patients  notified* 
As  this  has  not  been  given  me  in  the  past,  I  am  able  only  to 
tabulate  those  who  have  come  under  my  personal  observation. 

Table  4  gives  a  much  enlarged  list  of  causes  of  and  ages 
at  death  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion  l  beg  to  thank  your  Council  for  the  courtesy 
and  assistance  I  have  received  from  you  in  carrying  out  the 
various  duties  which  have  devolved  upon  me. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances'  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  Year  igoo  ( J.  W.  Northcombe,  Certified  Inspector ). 


Number  of  Complaints  to  Sanitary  Officer 

82 

Number  of  Inspections,  House  to  House,  Premises,  &c. 

1,142 

5  > 

Re-Inspections  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

140 

d 

O 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses,  )  g2 

Premises,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ( 

O 

<D 

ft 

01 

G 

KH 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Lime- 
washed,  &c. 

95 

O 

in 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character  58 

"5 

in 

<D 

Drains  Tested  with  Smoke  Test  .. 

762 

Pollution  of  Stream 

1 

c  ^ 

C/3 

^  3 

Soil  Pipes  Repaired  and  Renewed 

26 

u  O 

QI 

Repaired,  Cleansed,  Trapped,  &c. 

•  496 

w 

0? 

C/5 

Repaired 

158 

O 

C 

0) 

Supplied  with  Water  ... 

3 

-4-) 

d 

* 

New  Provided 

25 

Dust 

Bins. 

Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

3 

Main  Draw-off  Taps  fixed 

25 

eu 

& 

3 

w 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired,  Covered,  &c.... 

17 

Ci 

CD 

-M 

d 

Houses  Supplied  with  Corporation  Water  ... 

8 

? 

Wells  Unfit  for  Use  and  Condemed 

1 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

.  2 

Dust  Removal.  Number  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to  ... 

416 

in 

3 

O 

0) 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse  ... 

37 

G 

Animals  Removed,  being  improperly  kept  ... 

•  64 

in 

i 

<D 

-M 

Bakehouses 

31 

ft 

C/5 

G 

hH 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

6 

K*~> 

r— 1 

u 

r d 

Dairies  and  Milkshops,  Sic. 

40 

bio 

<D 

P4 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

9 

Houses  Newly  Built 

67 

(834  articles  of  Bedding  Disinfected  at  Chamber,  Magdalene  Street.) 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
i?i  the  Year  igoo  (  Thos.  Goldsworthy- Crump  J. 


No. 

of  Complaints  received  during-  year 

... 

7 

No.  of  Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ...  about 

I371 

No.  of  Re- 

inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  ..  about 

338 

°  o 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses 
and  Premises 

\ 

f 

38 

Results 

Inspect! 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  White¬ 
washed,  &c. 

} 

?i 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character 

Y 

0)  <S1 

oo  a 

5  'S 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c. 

... 

34 

Wq 

Ventilated  ... 

... 

21 

Jo 

*>  b*-* 

Repaired,  &c. 

.  •  • 

23 

Supplied  with  Water  ... 

. . . 

38 

(h 

New  Provided 

... 

4i 

-M 

Crt  cn 

P  C 

New  Provided 

... 

— 

QS 

Repaired 

... 

— 

Cisterns  (new)  Erected,  and  Water  Supply  ... 

. . . 

23 

4> 

■e  ft 
ft 

5:  3 

Cisterns  Cleaned,  Repaired  and  Covered 

... 

9 

^  Si 

Waste  Pipes  connected  with  Drains,  &c.,  abolished 

... 

13 

No. 

of  Lodging  Houses  Registered 

... 

— 

Dust  Removal.  No.  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to  ... 

1 

— 

ifi 

Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 

\ 

) 

9 

P 

O 

<u 

c 

JS 

13 

0 

tD 

Animals  removed,  being  improperly  kept 

... 

3 

Bakehouses 

.  .  . 

19 

i 

JStS 

P  D 

b d  a. 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

...  : 

— 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

... 

17 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e. ,  Summonses 

... 

1 

Overcrowding 

... 

i 
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Inspector  of  Nuisances  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  completed 
in  the  Year  igoo  ( fos.  J.  Goode ). 


No. 

of  Complaints  received  during  year 

10 

No. 

of  Inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c. 

•  324 

No. 

of  Re-inspection  of  Houses,  Premises,  &c.  .. 

136 

cm  m 

°  o 

Orders  issued  for  Sanitary  Amendments  of  Houses 
and  Premises 

96 

u 

a 

D  t/3 

Houses,  Premises,  &c.,  Cleaned,  Repaired,  White¬ 
washed,  &c. 

32 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Illness  of  an  Infectious  Character  3 

0)  ca 

w  a 

Repaired,  Cleaned,  Trapped,  &c. 

23 

o 

Sq 

Ventilated  ... 

.  — 

tj 
a  • 

aj  w 

Repaired,  &c. 

22 
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Repaired,  Covered,  &c. 

.  — 

i-  >, 

4)  ~ 

-H  P. 

O. 

n>  3 

Cisterns  (new)  Erected 
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Dust  Removal.  No.  of  Communications  received 
and  attended  to  ... 

- 
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Removal  of  Accumulation  of  Dung,  Stagnant  Water, 
Animal  and  other  Refuse 

6 

a 

o 

<D 

a 

Animals  removed,  being  improperly  kept  ... 

2 

<L> 

CJ 

w 

U  <D 

Bakehouses 

— 

i 

3  ts 

P  V 

bfi  ft 

Licensed  Cowsheds 

- — 

53 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses 

13 

Legal  Proceedings,  i.e.,  Summonses 

2 

Overcrowding 

— 
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For  Whole  District. 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  igoo, 

OF  THE 

TAUNTON  ISOLATION 

HOSPITAL. 


HENRY  J.  ALFORD.  M.D.,  Lond., 


Medical  Officer  to  the  Institution . 


Committee : 

Mr.  Alderman  Lock.  |  Mr.  Alderman  Goodland. 

Mr.  Councillor  Sibley. 


/IfteDical  ©fifteen 
Dr.  Alford. 


/Matron : 

Miss  S.  Armson. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1900 


OF  THE 


Taunton  Isolation  Hospital, 

BY 


HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 

Medical  Officer. 


Taunton,  January,  1900. 

To  the  Hospital  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  of  the  Taunton 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  year  1900. 


1.  Number  of  Cases  admitted  during  1900. 

The  total  number  of  admissions  during  the  year  were  66, 
or  12  more  than  the  preceding  year. 

This  is  15  below  the  average  admissions  of  the  twenty 
preceding  years. 

The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  since  the  opening  of 
the  Hospital  in  July,  1879,  is  1701. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  admitted  each 
year  : — 


From 

< — 1 

C ^ 

1879, 

to 

September, 

1880 

42 

y  > 

Oct., 

1880 

yy  yy 

l88l 

...  19 

)  > 

y  y 

l88l 

yy  yy 

1882 

...  76 

> ) 

y  y 

1882 

yy  yy 

1883 

...  64 

j  y 

y  y 

1883 

yy  yy 

1884 

...  127 

5  > 

y  y 

1884 

yy  yy 

1885 

...  205 

5  > 

y  y 

1885 

>y  yy 

1886 

60 

y  > 

y  y 

1886 

yy  yy 

1887 

•••  93 

j  ? 

y  y 

1887 

yy  yy 

1888 

...  66 

y  > 

y  y 

1888 

yy  yy 

1889 

...  25 

yy 

y  y 

1889 

yy  yy 

1890 

...  79 

y  y 

y  y 

1890 

yy  yy 

1891 

...  70 

y  y 

y  y 

1891, 

to 

December, 

1892 

...  44 

y  y 

Jan., 

■893 

yy  yy 

1893 

...  182 

y  y 

y  y 

1894 

yy  yy 

1894 

...  176 

y  y 

yy 

i895 

yy  yy 

1895 

...  69 

y  y 

y  y 

1896 

yy  yy 

1896 

...  65 

y  y 

y  y 

1897 

yy  yy 

1897 

...  78 

y  y 

y  y 

1898 

y  y  yy 

1898 

...  41 

y  j 

y  y 

1899 

yy  yy 

1899 

•••  54 

y  y 

y  y 

1900 

yy  yy 

I9OO 

...  66 

Total  ...  1701 


2.  Details  of  Cases  Admitted  during  1900. 

(a)  Diseases. 

The  various  Diseases  were  as  follows  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  56  cases 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  9  ,, 

Measles...  ...  ...  1  ,, 

66 


(b)  Localities . 

Of  the  66  cases,  27  came  from  the  Urban,  and  39  from 
the  Rural  Sanitary  District. 

This  is  contrary  to  the  rule,  the  Urban  cases  generally 
far  outnumbering  the  Rural. 
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Only  four  times  before  during-  the  preceding  twenty  years 
has  the  reverse  been  the  case,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  subjoined 
table. 

The  relative  proportion  of  Urban  and  Rural  cases  admitted 


annually 

since 

the  opening  of  the  Hospital : — 

Urban  Cases. 

Rural  Cases. 

Totals. 

1879-80 

J9 

23 

42 

1880-81 

1 1 

8 

19 

1881-82 

63 

13 

76 

1882-83 

29 

35 

64 

1883-84 

70 

57 

127 

1884-85 

166 

39 

205 

1885-86 

46 

14 

60 

1886-87 

47 

46 

93 

1887-88 

27 

39 

66 

1888-89 

16 

9 

25 

1889-90 

58 

21 

79 

1890-91 

29 

41 

70 

1891-92 

26 

18 

44 

1892-93 

120 

62 

182 

1893-94 

132 

44 

176 

1894-95 

64 

5 

69 

1895-96 

46 

19 

...  65 

1896-97 

45 

33 

78 

1897-98 

22 

19 

41 

i899 

36 

18 

54 

1900 

27 

39 

66 

Totals 

•  •  • 

• 

1099 

602 

1701 

The  cases  admitted  this  year  were  as  follows  : — 

1.  Urban  District. 

Scarlet 

Fever.  Diphtheria.  Measles.  Total. 

Taunton  Borough 

2. 

22  4  1  27 

Rural  District. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Total. 

Ash  Priors 

3 

— 

3 

Bishops  Lydeard 

11 

4 

J5 

Kingston 

5 

— 

5 

Norton  ... 

11 

1 

12 

Staplegrove 

2 

— 

2 

Trull  .  . 

2 

— 

2 

Totals 

•••  34 

5 

39 

30 
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(c)  Sexes. 

Of  the  66  cases  admitted,  36  were  Males  and  30 
Females. 

(d)  Ages  of  Patients. 

More  than  half  the  Patients  admitted  were  between  the 
years  of  5  and  15,  and  next  between  1  and  5.  The  various 
ages  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  x  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  Over  65 

1  year.  years.  years.  years.  years.  years. 

1  1 8  36  5  6  o 

(e)  Mojithly  Admissions. 

The  larger  number  of  admissions  took  place  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year.  During  two  months  (August  and  November) 
there  were  none. 


The  monthly  admissions  were  : — 


Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Measles. 

Total. 

January 

8 

1 

9 

February 

12 

12 

March 

7 

.  •  •  •  • 

7 

April 

4 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

4 

May 

6 

1 

7 

June 

8 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

July 

4 

I 

5 

August 

•  •  .  . 

...  ... 

•  •  • 

September 

3 

...  ... 

3 

October 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

2 

November 

•  •  •  •  »  » 

•  •  *  0  0 

.  .  • 

December 

4 

5 

9 

Totals 

56 

9  1 

66 

3.  Progress 

of  Cases. 

Of  the  66  cases,  only  2  died.  These  were  both  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  aged  3  and  4  years  respectively.  The  former 
sank  from  the  sequelae  of  the  disease,  and  the  latter  (a  very 
bad  case)  died  three  days  after  admission. 

4.  General  Working  of  the  Hospital. 

The  only  point  calling  for  remark  is  the  change  in  the 
Matron  Head  Nurse.  This  took  place  in  the  month  of 
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September,  and  from  a  large  number  of  candidates  Miss 
Armson  was  elected  to  the  post.  Since  then  the  nursing 
and  household  management  of  the  Hospital  has  been  very 
satisfactory. 

The  whole  of  the  exterior  of  the  Hospital  has  been 
painted  during  the  year,  and  the  interior  of  those  wards 
which  were  not  done  in  the  preceding  year. 

5.  Cost  of  Hospital  during  1900. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Norris  (the  Borough  Accountant) 
for  the  following  statement  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the 


maintenance  of  the  Hospital  during  the  year. 

It 

is 

follows  : — 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Salaries,  Wages  and  sundry 

Payments  230 

O 

3 

Bread  and  Flour 

13 

2 

4 

Meat,  Butter  and  Milk 

127 

l6 

4 

Groceries,  & c. 

42 

6 

10 

Ale,  Wine  and  Spirits 

9 

4 

0 

C  oals  ...  ... 

...  42 

*9 

3 

Gas  and  Water 

45 

!3 

10 

Drugs,  Disinfectants,  &c. 

24 

J4 

0 

Horse  Hire  for  Ambulance 

8 

16 

0 

Repairs,  Painting,  Renewals, 

Rates  and 

Taxes  ... 

• 

G-> 

O 

!9 

8 

Printing  and  Stationery 

2 

13 

6 

£678 

6 

0 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  J.  ALFORD,  M.D.,  Lond., 
Medical  Officer  to  the  Hospital. 


